
0 

The US Geospatial Platform Initiative 

Geospatial Agencies and Industry Exchange Forum 
Geobuiz Conference 

August 9, 2015 
 



1 

Agenda 

01 

02 

03 

04 

Geospatial Platform - History and Current 
Capabilities 

Capabilities Coming Soon 

How Does This Advance the US NSDI? 

Discussion 

COMING SOON ADVANCING THE NSDI DISCUSSION 

 

CAPABILITIES 

 



2 

Geospatial Platform –  
History and Current Capabilities 
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▪The value of geospatial data and tools are now recognized 
across nearly all lines of government business.  

▪But major challenges remain: 
–Inconsistent success in discovering and accessing the right data at the right 

time 

–Inability to surface our authoritative / key national data in search results 

–Incomplete and inconsistent portfolio of “nationally significant” geospatial 
data 

–Slow rate of adoption for technological innovation 

–Difficulty leveraging and re-using innovations (tools, analytical capabilities, 
etc.) developed elsewhere in government 

Geospatial Platform Value Proposition 
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Business Drivers 
▪Budget Language, FY11 Direction to create the “Geospatial 

Platform” 

▪Deepwater Horizon and future multi-agency data publication 
/ mapping requirements 

▪Desire to leverage partnerships developed in and funding 
supplied to FGDC for providing operational support 

▪Data.gov  

▪OMB / Federal IT Shared Services 

▪Executive Order on Open Data 
–White House Climate Data Initiative 

–Departmental Open Data Initiatives 

Business Drivers 
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Most Recent Products of Note (see: http://www.fgdc.gov) 

National Spatial Data Infrastructure Strategic Plan (2014-2016) 

National Geospatial Data Asset Management Plan  

 

Timeline of Geospatial Platform Activity  
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Geospatial Platform Components 
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Geospatial Platform  - Website 

▪Home page features 
topical maps, data & 
stories 

▪Website presents content 
in “Communities” 

–Data Themes of National 
Spatial Data Infrastructure 

–Interagency Communities 

▪Growing content within 
existing communities and 
considering new ones for 
launch in coming months 
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Geospatial Platform – Search / Catalog 

▪ One stop shopping for government geospatial data & tools: ~85,000 datasets, tools, maps 
and applications 

▪ Close partnership w/ Data.gov team & White House Offices 

▪ Planning major redevelopment of discovery capabilities 
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Geospatial Platform – Shared Investments 

▪Common data / application 
hosting infrastructure to enable 
agencies to save time and money 

–Leveraging ArcGIS Online 

–Using commercial cloud computing 
services to build out additional 
shared hosting infrastructure for the 
benefit of FGDC partners 

Developing shared IT security 

documentation for the common 

hosting environment – leveraging 

DOI Foundational Cloud Hosting 

Contract and existing 

relationship with Esri 
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Geospatial Platform – NGDAs 

▪ In developing Supplemental Guidance for 
Circular A-16, FGDC established concept 
of “National Geospatial Data Assets” 

–Roughly 170 data layers of the highest 
importance to agencies and external 
stakeholders 

▪ FGDC has established Management Plan 
for improving management and 
publication 

▪ Geospatial Platform provides hosting and 
collaboration support 

▪ 100% of NGDAs now registered on 
Geoplatform.gov! 

 

Components of the Department 

of the Interior have “Theme 

Lead” or co-lead responsibilities 

for 11 out of 16 NGDA Themes 

that have been established by the 

FGDC  
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Capabilities Coming Soon 
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Near Term and Planned New Features 

▪A complete redesign and redeployment of Geoplatform.gov and 
its underlying capabilities 

▪Hosted in a commercial cloud environment (Amazon Web 
Services) 

▪Greatly increased capabilities and performance 

 

▪Summer 2015 “Preview” Release 

–New home page / web design 

–New Web Map Viewer with integrated service quality measures 

–Improved capabilities for map gallery creation and sharing 

–Expanded performance and portfolio measurement tools 

 

COMING SOON ADVANCING THE NSDI DISCUSSION 

 

CAPABILITIES 

 











19 

How Does This Advance the US NSDI? 
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Geospatial Platform Supports Multiple Aspects of the  
Geospatial Data Lifecycle 

▪ Inventory 

–Metadata catalog in partnership with Data.gov 

▪ Obtain 

–Geospatial Platform Marketplace allows partners to forge partnerships for 
acquisition and development 

▪ Access 

–Web services access via open standards is facilitated by shared infrastructure 

▪ Maintain 

–Quality of service indicators provided to users and to NSDI dataset 
maintainers 

▪ Use 

–Allow for development and sharing of maps as social objects 

–Developer guidance and support for use of open APIs 

Advancing the NSDI – By Lifecycle Component 
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What ideas from other NSDI efforts might we be able to learn from and 
implement as a part of our work in the United States? 

Advancing the NSDI – Other Examples? 
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Discussion 


